Efficient splicing of an AU-rich antisense intron sequence.
For successful splicing in dicot plants the only recognised intron requirements are 5' and 3' splice sites and AU-rich sequences. We have investigated further the importance of AU-rich elements by analyzing the splicing of an AU-rich antisense intron sequence. Activation of cryptic splice sites on either side of the AU-rich sequence permitted the efficient removal of this essentially non-intron sequence by splicing. This splicing event not only confirms the importance of AU-rich sequences but also has implications for the evolution of interrupted genes and the expression of heterologous genes in transgenic plants.